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In the 14th and 15th Centuries there were 9 Carthusian
monasteries in the UK, and each had a secure cell or prison.
Recalcitrant monks who had lapsed in their monastic lives were
sent away to a different monastery to recover. The monks with
the greatest problems, and with the severest lapses were ‘Sent
to Coventry’ where the most secure prison was housed. In the
time of John Whittingham, a nurseryman of repute, based at the
Priory around 1800, a ‘glasshouse’ was built in which exotics
such as orange trees, apricots and nectarines were grown.

Today, with some of the grants that the Trust has procured to
renovate the inner cloister wall, the orangery is being
reconstructed. The masons and Splitlath team, who are
responsible for the rebuilding, are doing a magnificent job and
must be congratulated.

The Past Year: Another year in the life of the Association has
passed and a new year begins. Our A.G.M. Punctuated the end
of this very successful year. At the meeting the officers and
committee were reinstated with no change.
For Reference the officers are:-

Chairman: Jon Plumley
Vice Chairman: Paul Maddocks
Secretary: Mandy George
Treasurer: Mandy George.

It would appear that there was no one brave enough to put their
name forward to take over any of the duties.

Grants: Caroline Hobday has been working hard on our behalf
securing more grants, and the monies received have been spent.
As a result we have seen blackout blinds put up in the rooms
housing the paintings. This will, we hope, help to continue to
maintain the pictures in a good condition, and has already been
commended by one of the bodies providing the Grant funds.

We have also been able to get a new
set of postcards and a glossy brochure
printed. These are on sale and will
help to boost the Association funds.
Another grant application is already
winging its way to provide stands and
holders to exhibit some of the
information that is displayed about the
history of the building.

Since the last newsletter, local residents have spent some time
clearing the pathways and river of rubbish and weed overgrowth.
This is a never ending task, and this year in particular the
weather has been a godsend to the weeds, if not to all
gardeners, and the weeds have grown far faster than our
volunteers could hold them back. We have had some help
from corporate bodies such as E-on who did a wonderful job on
the Knot Garden. We have also been negotiating with the
Probation Service and are expecting some further help from
them.

Visitors: There has been the usual variety of visitors from local
groups, and from further afield including the USA. One of the
highlights was a visit of the Pilgrim Trust, who supplied some of
the Grant money for the renovation of the wall. They were
delighted by all that they saw and are very likely to help with
further grant money. One of the chimneys urgently needs to be
taken down before it falls down, and they intimated that they
may help with this cost.

The Tree Council: The Charterhouse
hosted a full day seminar for the Tree
Council. They were able to bring their
expertise to bear in discovering the
whereabouts of the Wyken Pippin
apple tree donated by the owner of the
Wyken Pippin Pub in the 1980’s. An
old and spectacular hornbeam on the
river bank was also an object of conversation by the
participating members.

Contact

By email: c.jon.plumley@gmail.com
Phone: (024) 76 267 919 (Jon Plumley)

0781 432 7614 (Paul Maddocks)

Check out the Website at:

http://www.CoventryCharterhouseAssociation.org.uk
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Next Event: Bonfire and Fireworks November 5th

Open Day: November 28th


